
 Jason is 

President of the 

Carmi Lions Club 

and a former officer 

and member of the 

White County Farm 

Bureau Young Lead-

ers.  He is married 

to Lee Ann, a 

teacher at Carmi 

White County Jun-

ior High 

School.  

They 

have two 

children, 

Lincoln, 

age 8 

and Em-

maline, age 4. 

 Draper 

Drainage was 

started in January 

2015 by Jason 

Draper.  Jason has 

had a lifelong inter-

est in soil conserva-

tion, excavation 

and drainage.  Ap-

proached last sum-

mer by a couple of 

farmers interested 

in quality drainage 

work, Jason re-

searched quality 

equipment, prod-

ucts and profitabil-

ity. 

 Draper 

Drainage uses Trim-

ble RTK GPS and a 

Tait self 

pro-

pelled 

plow for 

tile in-

stallation 

allowing 

for accu-

racy 

within a sub-

centimeter.  Draper 

Drainage sells 

Springfield Plastics 

products from 3 

inches to 15 inches 

single wall and 4 

inches to 60 inches 

dual wall with all 

fittings. 

Business Spotlight:  Draper Drainage 
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Some of the equipment used by Draper Drain-

age.  (Photo provided.) 

Equipment used by Draper Drainage.  (Photo provided). 



 May is already here and 

next week we will celebrate Na-

tional Small Business Week.  A 

number of small businesses right 

here in Carmi help make up our 

Chamber membership– and help 

make Carmi home. 

 But would it be exciting 

if we could add more small busi-

ness to Carmi?  I believe one way 

to have our own “home grown” 

entrepreneurs—and new busi-

ness- is through the CEO 

(Creating Entrepreneurial  Op-

portunities) Program of the Mid-

land Institute.  This is a program 

offered to high school juniors 

and seniors in which they create 

their own business.  They also  

are required to write two busi-

ness plans during the year, have a 

class project (which is typically 

an event) and the class hosts a 

business expo. 

 Yesterday, Craig Lind-

vahl of the Midland Institute and 

creator of the CEO Program was 

in Carmi, thanks to sponsorship 

from Old National Bank,  to talk 

about this program that the 

Chamber of Commerce hopes to 

bring to White County Schools.  

But the Chamber cannot do this 

alone– we need community sup-

port.   

 While financial support 

is needed, we also need individu-

als willing to meet with the class 

twice a year to talk about how to 

run a successful business.  Each 

student has a mentor from the 

business community and we 

need business leaders willing to 

volunteer to mentor students.  

We need businesses that are will-

ing to allow students to tour 

their facility or even meet at their 

business for a quarter.   

 We also need business 

willing to invest $1000 a year for 

three years.  This program is 

funded entirely by the business 

community and is of no costs to 

the schools. 

 Yesterday, Mr. Lind-

vahl told stories of the success of 

several students.  At the recent 

Effingham CEO Business Expo, 

one student had a business sell-

ing seed for cover crops that was 

doing quite well.  A former Ef-

fingham student now has a brick 

and mortar film making business 

in Effingham.  A few years ago, a 

student in Springfield opened a 

brick and mortar business on the 

last day of school.   

 Students are asked at 

the beginning of the school year 

in each class if they plan to re-

turn to their home community 

after completing their education.  

Most of the time, students do 

not.  When asked at the end of 

the year in each class, after hav-

ing the opportunity to be in-

volved in the local business com-

munity, a vast majority of the 

students want to return home to 

work for local companies or start 

their own venture.  

 I hope you will think 

about how you may be involved 

in this program– be it as a mentor, 

someone willing to speak to the 

class or offering financial support.  

If you would like more informa-

tion on local efforts, please con-

tact the Chamber office.  For 

more information on the Midland 

Institute and the CEO program, 

please visit 

www.midlandinstitute.com. 

 I personally believe this 

is one way to grow our commu-

nity with talent we have right here 

in White County– and that we 

want to keep here in White 

County.  I hope you will join us in 

this effort. 

 -Holly 

From the Desk of the Executive Director... 
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Holly Healy 

Executive  

Director 

SIC Workforce & Small Business Development Center 

presents 

Starting Your Own Business in Illinois Workshop 

May 13  

2—3:30 p.m. 

Carmi Chamber of Commerce Office 

The class is free, but reservations are required by calling  

618-242-5400 X2804. 
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Golfers and Sponsors needed for Chamber golf tournament; Money to benefit CWC Students 

 The Carmi Cham-

ber of Commerce will 

host its annual Golf 

Tournament Saturday, 

June 27 at Carmi Coun-

try Club. Golfers are 

needed for both the 8 

a.m. and 1 p.m. shotgun 

starts.    

“The money 

raised will be used to 

continue the Chamber’s 

scholarship program, 

continue competitive 

classroom grants for 

Carmi-White County 

teachers and toward 

bringing the CEO pro-

gram to our area,” said 

Education Committee 

Chairman Toby Brown.  

“Chamber scholarship 

winners receive a 

$4,000 scholarship, paid 

at $1,000 each year for 

the first four years of 

college.  In addition, the 

Chamber has provided 

$2,000 in grants to 

teachers so far in 2015.” 

The “best-ball” tourna-

ment format features 

four-person teams at a 

cost of $50 per player, 

which includes all green 

fees, cart fees and 

lunch.  

Each member of 

the winning team will 

receive a $100 gift cer-

tificate to the country 

club and a commemora-

tive tournament golf 

shirt. 

 Members of the 

second place team will 

each receive $50 coun-

try club gift certificates 

and third place team 

members will receive 

$25 gift certificates. 

 Prizes will also 

be awarded for the 

longest drive, longest 

putt and closest to the 

pin contests. 

 “A $10,000 cash 

prize will also be 

awarded to any golfer 

fortunate enough to hit 

a hole-in-one on one of 

the designated holes 

that day,” added 

Brown. 

Lunch will be 

provided for all golfers 

and sponsors from 

noon to 1 p.m.  Individu-

als that would like to 

attend, but do not to 

play golf, may purchase 

lunch for $10. 

  

One may register by 

calling the Chamber of-

fice at 618-382-7606 or 

by stopping at the of-

fice located in the City 

Building on West Main 

Street.  The deadline for 

golf registrations is Fri-

day, June 19. 

 Sponsorships of 

various levels are also 

available to fund the 

event, beginning at 

$100.  Those interested 

in a sponsorship could 

contact the Chamber 

office no later than May 

27. 

 This year’s tour-

nament is brought to 

you in part by gold level 

sponsors First Bank and 

People’s National Bank 

and silver level sponsor 

Botsch and Associates, 

CPA’s, LLC. 
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 The Carmi Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for TrueFlo Solutions LLC, 
located at 1024 Illinois Hwy 1 near Carmi.  The facility offers salt water disposal, tank bot-
tom disposal, frack fluid disposal, fresh water sales, and salt/fresh water hauling services. 
 “We extend our best wishes for continued success,” noted Chamber Executive 
Director Holly Healy. 

The Carmi Chamber of Commerce held a Ribbon Cutting on April 8 at the Carmi Country Club 

to welcome new Head Golf Professional Jake Smock and new Head Superintendent Kaleb 

Childress.  “We are pleased to welcome Jake and Kaleb to their new roles and look forward 

to a continued working relationship with the Carmi Country Club,” noted Chamber Director 

Holly Healy.  

CARMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: THE VOICE OF CARMI’S BUSINESS COMMUNITY  



Out and About with the Chamber of Commerce...  
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Hargrave Mums and More, owned by Kenneth and Teresa Hargrave of Carmi, held a ribbon-cutting Monday for its new 

location at 405 Plum Street in Carmi. The Hargraves have been raising mums locally for 15 years and have been in op-

eration as Hargrave Mums and More since 2011. They sell annuals, perennials and landscaping supplies. Present for 

Monday’s ribbon cutting were (left to right) Carmi Chamber of Commerce President Debbie Hoskins, Carmi City Admin-

istrator Sandra Irvine, Chance Hargrave (of Hargrave Mums and More), Kendall Dale, Kenneth Hargrave, Teresa Har-

grave, Chelsea Hargrave (of Hargrave Mums and More), James Cook, Chelsea Dolden (of Hargrave Mums and More), 

Ted Smith, Michelle Winters, Ruth Ann Smith and Toby Brown. Not pictured is Hargrave Mums and More employee 

Lora Bishop.   -Toby Brown  
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Old National Bank sponsored a visit to Carmi by Craig Lindvahl of the Midland Institute to promote the CEO pro-

gram on April 30.  Pictured left to right : Angela Boyd, Debbie Hoskins, Jack Martin and Eric Ikemire of Old Na-

tional Bank and Lindvahl.   



Welcome New Members... 

are needed. Herbs, 
shrubs, bulbs, as well as 
any annuals or perenni-
als would be welcome. If 
you have any plants that 
need to be thinned, 
please dig them before 
the sale and put them in 
disposable containers. 
Label them and bring 
them to the R-S house 
the week before the 
sale. 

All proceeds go to the 

landscaping and yard 

maintenance of the Rob-

inson-Stewart House. 

For more information or 

help with digging, please 

call Lana Anselment at 

382-5320 or Barb Kear-

ney at 618-218-8249. 

White County Historical Society Plant Sale 

Warm weather is finally 
arriving and folks are 
ready to get out and 
work in their gardens. 
For those who look for-
ward to this spring pro-
ject, the White County 
Historical Society is plan-
ning their third annual 
plant sale at the Robin-
son-Stewart House on 
Saturday May 2. 

The Society is asking for 
donations to make this 
sale as successful as last 
years. Plants and seeds 
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Hargrave Mums and More 

405 Plum Street 

Carmi, IL  62821 

 

 

Town & Country Barber Shop 

104 Church Street 

Carmi, IL  62821 

618-382-8131 

CARMI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE: THE VOICE OF CARMI’S BUSINESS COMMUNITY  

Bicycle Ride Cancelled 

Trustees of the One Room School Museum announce that the Tour de Teach bicycle ride, scheduled for June 6, 2015, is 
canceled. They greatly appreciate the support and patronage of the corporate sponsors and community participants in 
2013 and 2014. 

A major objective of the ride was as a fund raiser for the operational and maintenance expenses of the museum. The 
ride, however, was a very time and labor intensive endeavor and dependent upon good weather and many bicycle rid-
ers.  

Therefore, other fund raising avenues are being explored, and the Trustees--Thys Bax, Don Garrett, Art Saunders, and 

Don White--welcome input. 



Chief Financial Officer 

Jeff Bohleber announced 

today that Ardon Smith 

has been promoted to 

Controller for Elastec. 

Smith will be responsible 

for managing all ac-

counting aspects of the 

company to assist in 

making domestic and 

international economic 

decisions for the envi-

ronmental equipment 

manufacturer. 

Smith brings to her new 

position ten years of ac-

counting and financial 

management expertise, 

eight of which were with 

the Vectren Corporation 

in Evansville, Ind. A 2005 

magna cum laude gradu-

ate of the University of 

Southern Indiana, she 

became a Certified Pub-

lic Accountant in 2007. 

Smith currently resides 

in Ridgway, Ill. with her 

husband 

and two 

sons. She 

serves as 

Trustee of 

the Village 

of Ridgway, 

s well as 

Finance 

Committee 

Chairman for the Village 

Board. 

just first-time buyers,” Senior Vice 

President and Mortgage Manager 

John Streuter said.  “In 2014 alone, 

Peoples National Bank helped over 

170 buyers with over $12,800,000 in 

affordable home loans using IHDA 

mortgage programs.  With histori-

cally low interest rates, growing 

housing prices and rents at an all-

time high, there’s no better time to 

buy a home in Illinois than now.” 

With this product, IHDA is creating 

opportunities for the hard-working, 

middle class who want to own their 

own home.  It’s also a smart invest-

ment because it has the benefit of 

driving the housing market and the 

general economy overall.  According 

to the National Association of Real-

tors, one job is created for every 

two homes sold in Illinois and the 

real estate industry accounted for 

15.4 percent of the gross state prod-

The Illinois Housing Authority 

unveiled the @HomeIllinois mort-

gage, a new product designed to 

make homeownership affordable 

and accessible for creditworthy 

borrowers.  At Peoples National 

Bank, we are excited to have this 

new product, which offers $5,000 

in down payment assistance, and 

comes at the perfect time for the 

spring buying season.  HomeIlli-

nois is a safe, 30-year fixed rate 

mortgage with a suite of a la carte 

options so first-time buyers, repeat 

buyers and homeowners looking to 

refinance can customize the loan to 

fit their individual need.  This is the 

first time IHDA has offered down 

payment assistance for repeat buy-

ers. 

“We are very excited to offer the 

@HomeIllinois program, designed 

to help every type of borrower, not 

uct in Illinois in 2011. 

The new @HomeIllinois loan 

delivers personalized solutions 

that can be tailored to the bor-

rower’s individual needs, including 

$5,000 down payment assistance, 

lower credit score requirements, 

competitive interest rates, lender 

paid mortgage insurance and sig-

nificant tax savings for prospec-

tive buyers.  The program is avail-

able statewide.  Eligibility is based 

on income, with annual income 

limits of up to $69,500 for house-

holds of two or less and $79,925 

for households of three or more.   

Interested households can find 

additional deals about 

@HomeIllinois at 

www.athomeillinois.gov or con-

tact any Peoples National Bank 

location for more information by 

calling toll-free at 877-378-1909. 

Elastec Promotes Smith to Controller 

New Mortgage Program for Home Buyers and Owners available at Peoples National Bank  
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Ardon Smith (photo provided). 
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Member to Member Discounts 

Please visit www.cityofcarmi.com/the-chamber for the most up to date discounts. 

Logo Graphics 

10% off all advertising/ promotional products 

Old National Investments- Brad Braden 

Free Financial Review 

Old National Bank- Debbie Conner-Hoskins 

.25% off consumer loans with auto pay from ONB deposit ac-

count (for qualified loans) 

Reppert’s Office Supply 

Free ream of copy paper with any in-store purchase of $35 or 

more 

10% discount on all greeting cards 

Taylor Eye Care 

10% off of Plano sunglasses (not valid with any other discount) 

Yesterday’s Drive In 

$1.00 off any sandwich basket 

HLS Health & Wellness 

10% off any Biofreeze product 

Brown’s Fertilizer & Chemical, LLC 

Free professional soil sampling, complete with free consulta-

tion of results. 

Dave Matheny- State Farm 

Free Insurance and Financial Review 

Merle Norman Cosmetics & Boutique 

10% off purchase of regular priced merchandise (cosmetics and 

special orders excluded.) 

Carmi Huck’s Convenience Store 

$2.00 off any large Godfathers Specialty Pizza 

$0.03 off per gallon of gas 

H.D. Bean Jewelers 

10% off everything but repairs 

James Cook- State Farm 

Free State Farm Atlas 

Carmi Eye Care 

10% off a complete pair of glasses 

The Courtyard 

10% off total purchase excluding sale items 

TCC Verizon 

15% Discount on Accessories 

People’s National Bank 

25% off a safe deposit box 

Joyner Therapy Service 

Free ASTYM consultation 

Inner Earth Technologies 

$250 off any 1st time inspection and (as always) free estimates 

Do or Dye Salon 

$5.00 off any salon service 

Central Bark Dog Grooming 

$10 off a groom or $5 off a bath. 

Carmi Family Dental 

FREE New Patient Dr. Exam with Cleaning and Digital X-Rays at 

regular price 

Wabash Christian Therapy and Medical Clinic 

Free Biodex Screening for baseline athlete assessment, balance 

assessment, spatial orientation or monitor concussion. 

Weber’s Auto Repair Center 

10% of labor 

A & A Farms 

Any chamber members and their children/ grandchildren who 

have never ridden in a tractor or combine, please contact A & A 

Farms for information about a possible ride. 

Jane Day Spa 

10% off any massage service 

WROY/WRUL/wrul.com 

15 free ad per month, each month Chamber member spends 

$300- in given month.  Must ask rep for offer. 

Luxe Home 

10% in stock merchandise, 5% off special orders 

Escapes Travel and Cruises 

Service fees waived for airline ticket purchases.  As always…no 

charge for vacation packages, cruises, condos, car rentals, cab-

ins, etc. 
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Upcoming Events 

May 2015 2015 

May 2– White County Historical Society Plant Sale 

May 4-8– National Small Business Week 

May 6– Draper Drainage Ribbon Cutting, 10 a.m. 

May 10– Mother’s Day 

May 13– SIC How to Start Your Business Class in the Chamber Office 

May 14– Chamber Board Meeting, 4:30 p.m. 

May 25– Memorial Day 

June 3– June Newsletter Deadline 
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