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By Bryan Cowling 

The name, Gottzz’s Res-

taurant, has become syn-

onymous for great food 

and family dining in 

Carmi.  In November of 

2014, two local guys 

who believe in local 

businesses supporting 

each other purchased 

Gottzz’s Restaurant.  

Denton Weiss and Matt 

Slay became the owners 

purchasing the existing 

business from then 

owner, Tony Gott.  Tony 

is now the Head Cook 

and still very much a part of Gottzz’s.  Many of the original staff can still be found work-

ing at Gottzz’s still today.  Denton commented, “we have an awesome staff that care about 

the quality of the food and service they provide.” 

 Gottzz’s offers many options for Carmi when it comes to dining either through the 

week or on the weekends.  Throughout the weekdays from 11 AM to 1 PM, one can order 

from the menu with many choices of salads and sandwiches or you can choose the lunch 

buffet for convenience to get in and out quick.  On the weekends, Gottzz’s offers buffet 

style meals that are sure to please.  Beginning on Thursday evenings, Fried Chicken that 

his hand cut is available with many vegetables choices.  On Friday evenings, a Seafood 

buffet is provided with fried fish, chicken strips, and many other delicious sides.  The Sun-

day buffet begins at 10:30 AM and lasts up until 1 PM with many meat choices from Fried 

Chicken, Ham, and other choices along with a full salad bar and many delicious desserts.  

If you are looking for a steak to satisfy your appetite, a Ribeye steak is available on Thurs-

day and Friday evenings.  (Continued on next page…) 

  

Gottzz’s.  (Photo credit:  Bryan Cowling.) 
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Gottzz’s continued... 

Many other additional services are available 

at Gottzz’s Restaurant as well.  Delivery and 

Carry-outs are available on everyday but Sun-

day.  Gift Cards are also available to the pub-

lic and are a fantastic way to treat someone 

special.  Gottzz’s also offers a catering ser-

vice and can cater your next meal for you.  

One of the newest additions to Gottzz’s offer-

ings is their Party Room which can be rented 

for special occasions and offers a full-service 

bar and food for your next event.  Also, the 

bar is open from September 1st through March 

31st and Saturday nights offers live entertain-

ment. 

 Gottzz’s Restaurant provides a great 

menu selection for the locals of Carmi as well 

as to the surrounding area.  You can find out 

more about Gottzz’s on their website at 

www.gottzzs.com or stop by and visit them at: 

Gottzz’s Restaurant Hours:  M-F 11 AM 

to 1 PM 

105 E. Cherry   T-F 5   PM to 

8 PM 

Carmi, IL. 62821  Sunday 10:30 

AM to 1 PM 

618-382-5715 

Page 2 

Gottzz’s dining room.  (Photo credit:  Bryan Cowling) 

Gottzz’s party room.  (Photo credit:  Bryan Cowling) 
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http://www.gottzzs.com


It is gearing up to be a busy fall at the Carmi Chamber of Commerce!  We are starting a 

Lunch and Learn program, the Annual Dinner is fast approaching and we are working on 

a Trunk or Treat.  More information on all of these items is found elsewhere in this news-

letter. 

Plans for It’s a White County Christmas are also in the works.  If your organization has a 

planned event you would like included on the schedule, please contact the Chamber office. 

The CEO Class will start in August.  I’m excited to see what this group of students will 

accomplish.   

Finally, on behalf of the Carmi Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, I offer our 

condolences to the family of former Carmi Chamber of Commerce President (serving 

1983-1984) and 2015 Citizen of the Year, Jack Martin.  Jack was a longtime figure in the 

Carmi business community and was always willing to serve.  Carmi was fortunate to have 

such a servant.  His presence and leadership will  certainly be missed.  Our thoughts and 

prayers are with the family. 

As always, the Chamber door is open if we may be of assistance. 

-Holly 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director... 

 

Holly 

Healy 

Executive  

Director 
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Reservations for the 73rd Annual Chamber Dinner Needed 

Nominations needed for Citizen of the Year and Large and Small Business of the Year 

The Carmi Chamber of Commerce will host its 73rd Annual Dinner Monday evening, October 2 at 

the First Christian Church.  The event will begin with a social hour at 6 p.m. with dinner to be served at 

6:30 p.m. 

This year’s event will once again include the State of the City address which will be delivered by 

Carmi Mayor Jeff Pollard. The evening will also include the announcement of the Carmi Citizen of the Year 

along with the presentation of the Large and Small Business awards. The night will also include the intro-

duction of five new directors who will assume their duties in October. 

This year’s featured speaker is Barbara Mitchell, Carmi White County School Board Member, who 

will be addressing the audience about a foundation for the school district.  White County CEO Facilitator 

Tracy Orr will also introduce this year’s CEO class. 

 Chamber Executive Director Holly Healy noted invitations will soon be mailed, but anyone who 
would like to attend the dinner may do so by contacting the Chamber office to reserve a seat at a cost of 
$20 per person for Chamber members and their guests or $25 per person for not yet members.  Pre-paid 
reservations are required by September 22nd to provide a proper meal-count.  One may make reserva-
tions by phone at 382-7606 or e-mail at chamber@cityofcarmi.com and arranging for payment or mail the 
reservation along with payment to Carmi Chamber of Commerce, 225 East Main Street, Carmi, IL 62821.  
Reservations will not be accepted after September 22. 
 
           In preparation for the dinner, the Cham-
ber of Commerce is once again asking for 
nominations for Citizen of the Year and Large 
and Small Business of the Year.  A list of Cham-
ber member businesses may be found at 
www.cityofcarmi.com/the-chamber.  Nomina-
tions for these awards should be sent to the 
Chamber office no later than August 25. 

Left to right– Chamber President Caleb Hughes, 2016 Citizen of 

the Year Tim Gholson, Chamber Vice President Toby Brown. 
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Halloween Fun Planned at Burrell’s Woods  

 On October 20-21 the City of Carmi, in conjunction with the Carmi Chamber of Commerce, will be 

hosting a Halloween Weekend at Burrell’s Woods. 

On October 20, those camping will be encouraged to decorate their campsites with a fall theme.  

“We do ask that the campsites be kept child friendly as we want the children to have a good time and not 

be afraid of the decorations,” noted Chamber Executive Director Holly Healy.  The campsites will be 

judged and a winner of the best decorated campsite will be announced on October 21 at the costume pa-

rade. 

Also, on October 20, the movie Monsters University will be show in the campground at 7pm.  There 

is no charge and the public is welcome to attend. 

On October 21, a day of fun is planned for families and the community is welcome to attend.  The 
day will start at 10am with a story time with the book, It’s the Great Pumpkin Charlie Brown.  At 1:30pm 
pumpkin decorating will be held at the shelter at the campground.  Families are asked to bring their own 
pumpkins for the event.   Markers will be provided.  Those wishing to carve a pumpkin should bring their 
own tools and adult supervision is required. 

 
At 4:00 p.m. a costume parade will be held.  Adults and children are encouraged to come dressed 

in family friendly costumes.  “Again, we do not want chil-
dren to be afraid of the costumes,” noted Healy. 

 
From 4:30pm p.m. – 6:00 p.m. trick-or-treating will 

commence in the campground.  Children are welcome to 
go from camper to camper trick-or-treating.  “Please only 
trick-or-treat campers that have someone sitting in front 
of them handing out treats.  Additionally, this is a time for 
trick-or-treating at the campground only- not within the 
City of Carmi,” stated Mayor Jeff Pollard. 

 
Camping October 20 and 21 will be by reservation 

only through a lottery system.  Those wishing to be in the 
lottery for a campsite should e-mail the Chamber office at 
chamber@cityofcarmi.com or call 618-382-7606 by Au-
gust 25, 2017.  Please provide your name, address, phone 
number and camper length.   Campsites will be randomly 
drawn and those requesting a site will be contacted on 
August 28, 2017. 

 
“We want this to be an enjoyable weekend for 

families.  Bring a picnic lunch and plan to spend the day 
enjoying Burrell’s Woods,” noted Pollard. 
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Solar Eclipse Safety: American Optometric Association Encourages Safe and Fun Viewing 

of August Eclipse 

 

Submitted by Dr. Clint Taylor, Taylor Eye Care 

 

On August 21, a total solar eclipse will touch the U.S. mainland for the first time since 1979, following a 

path that crosses the country from Salem, Oregon to Charleston, South Carolina. Tens of millions of peo-

ple who live within a 70-mile radius of its cross-country track will witness the eclipse in totality (the sun 

completely blocked by the moon) while millions of others outside of it will enjoy a partial eclipse. The 

American Optometric Association (AOA) is urging Americans to view the eclipse with proper eye protec-

tion to avoid any temporary or permanent eye damage from the sun. 

“The eclipse will be an exciting event,” said Clint Taylor, OD.  “But if not viewed under safe conditions, 

long term vision loss can occur.” 

To ensure spectators won’t miss the remarkable sight, the AOA is sharing a few tips for safe viewing: 

Get centered and enjoy the view. Within the path of totality, you can safely witness the two or more min-
utes when the moon completely covers the sun with the naked eye. Otherwise, your eyes should always 
be protected by verified viewing tools. Never look directly at the sun without eye protection, even briefly. 
Visit eclipse.aas.org to access eclipse duration charts. 
Know your duration. Outside of the path of totality, always use solar filters. O.D.s want to reinforce that 
the only safe way to look directly at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed sun is through special-purpose so-
lar filters or other ISO-certified filters, such as “eclipse glasses” or handheld solar viewers. The AOA en-
courages ordering solar eclipse glasses in advance and recommends referring to the American Astronomi-
cal Society’s (AAS) site for a list of manufacturers. 

Be aware of harmful solar exposure. If you stare at the sun without protection, you may experience 

damage to your retina (the tissue at the back of your eye) called “solar retinopathy.” This damage 

can occur without any sensation of pain, since the retina does not have pain receptors. The injury 

can be temporary or permanent. Visit your local doctor of optometry immediately if an accident 

occurs. 

Visit your doctor of optometry. Check in with Dr. Taylor for information about safely viewing the 

eclipse. If you experience any problems with your eyes or vision after the eclipse, your eye doctor 

will be able to provide you with the medical care you need. 

To access additional information and educational materials on the solar eclipse, visit aoa.org/2017eclipse. 
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Chamber; City Organizing Truck or Treat 

 The Carmi Chamber of Commerce, along with the City of Carmi, is working to or-
ganize a Trunk or Treat for area children on October 31.  Local businesses, churches and 
community organizations are invited to participate and hand out treats to children.  
There is no cost to participate, other than the treats you plan to give away. 
 While some letters have been sent, those businesses and organizations wishing to 
participate should contact the Chamber office at 618-382-7606 or e-mail cham-
ber@cityofcarmi.com before September 29.  Limited space is available on a first come, 
first serve basis. 

mailto:chamber@cityofcarmi.com
mailto:chamber@cityofcarmi.com
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Chamber to Hold Lunch and Learn 
 

The Carmi Chamber of Commerce is starting a Lunch and Learn program about various 
topics the Chamber hopes will be of benefit to the business community.  The August 
Lunch and Learn will be held at noon on August 30, 2017 at the University of Illinois Exten-
sion Office, located at 1715 College Avenue. 
 
The August presentation is being provided by Wabash Christian Therapy and Medical Clinic 

on the topic of ergonomics.  Janelle Waters, OTR/L, CLT, Program Director, will make the 

presentation.  The presentation will include items such as making work tasks and work-

space suitable for the worker. 

To cover the cost of the meal, the cost for Carmi Chamber of Commerce members is $7 
and not yet members is $8.  The public is welcome to attend.  Reservations are required by 
August 23, 2017.  For more information, or to make a reservation, please call the Chamber 
office at 618-382-7606. 
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Save the Date!  Upcoming Lunch and Learns: 

 

August 30– Wabash Christian Therapy & Medical Clinic (see above article) 

 

September 27– Dr. Joey Jackson, Ferrell Hospital, will present about vaccines. 

 

October 16– Scott Wylie, Executive Director of the Volunteer Lawyer Program of Southwest-
ern Indiana and Carmi native will present Legal Update 2017:  How to Avoid the Ten Most 
Common Legal Mistakes Made by Small Businesses. 

 

Program are also tentatively scheduled for November, February and March! 



First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc. Announces Organizational Changes 

 

MATTOON, IL -- First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc. (NASDAQ: FMBH) (the “Company”) an-
nounced today that Michael L. Taylor has been named Chief Operating Officer.  Mr. Taylor 
joined the Company in 2000 and has been serving as the Chief Financial Officer since that 
time.  Taylor’s expertise in the financial, operational, risk management, and regulatory 
compliance of the Company have been and will continue to be critical to the organization’s 
success.  Taylor received his Bachelor’s Degree in Finance from the University of Illinois.  
He also graduated from the Graduate School of Banking in Wisconsin.  He served two 
terms on the Accounting Board of the American Bankers Association in Washington D.C. 
and also served on the Eastern Illinois University Accounting Advisory Board.  Taylor has 
volunteered and been involved in a number of local community events and organizations 
and currently serves on the Coles Together Board and First Baptist Church Diaconate.  

 

First Mid also announced today that Matthew K. Smith has been named Chief Financial Offi-
cer.  Mr. Smith joined the Company in 2016 and has been serving as Director of Finance 
where he has played a role in expanding First Mid’s relevance in the capital markets and 
providing strategic guidance within the organization.  Before joining First Mid, he was the 
Corporate Treasurer and Vice President of Finance and Investor Relations for Consolidated 
Communications, Inc., a publicly traded company on NASDAQ.  Smith earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Finance and an MBA from Eastern Illinois University.  Smith also received a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Accounting and Financial Management from DeVry University and is a Certi-
fied Public Accountant.  Along with volunteering in youth sports and Special Olympics, he 
has been involved in a number of local community boards and currently serves on the East-
ern Illinois University School of Business Advisory Board.        

 

“The Company has grown its asset size by over 70% over the last couple of years, and signifi-
cantly increased its activity and relevance in the public capital markets,” said Joe Dively, 
President and CEO. “This, along with our strategic growth initiatives, is a key driver behind 
these organizational changes.  I am excited about these well-deserved promotions and the 
expanded roles for both Mike and Matt. They position us well for the future for both merger and acquisition activ-
ity and operational execution,” said Dively. 
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Matthew K. Smith.  

(Photo provided.) 

Michael L. Taylor   

(Photo provided.) 
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August 2017 

August 8– Chamber Ballots mail 

August 10– Chamber Board Meeting, 4:30 pm 

August 29– Chamber Ballots due in Chamber office  

August 30– Chamber Lunch and Learn 

August 30– September Newsletter Deadline 

 

2016 - 2017 Board of Directors 
Whitney Barbre………………...………………………………………………………2014-2017 

Dr. Jessica Cook…………………………………...………………………………….2016-2017 

Josh Foster……………………………………………………………………………...2016-2017 

Brock Bolerjack……………………………………………………………………….2015-2018 

Keith Botsch………………………………………………………………………..…..2015-2018 

Ryan Mitchell…………………………………………………………………………..2015-2018 

Sally Weber……………………………………………………………………………...2016-2018 

Sheri Stevens…………………………………..………………………………….…..2016-2019 

Abbey Gholson……………………………………………………………………...….2016-2019 

Michelle Winters…………………………………………………...………………….2016-2019 

Katelyne Wolff……………………………………………………………...…………..2016-2019 

Dr. Jonah Rice ................................................................................... Ex-Officio 

Mayor Jeff Pollard ............................................................................. Ex-Officio 

Emily Brown, CWCHS………………………………………………………...……….Ex-Officio 

2016-2017 

Chamber Officers 
Caleb Hughes 

 President 

Toby Brown 

 Vice President 

Bryan Cowling 

 Secretary 

Justin Dartt 

 Treasurer  

Andy Acord 

 Past President 

Holly Healy 

  Executive Director 

225 East Main Street  

Carmi IL 62821 

 

Phone:  

    618-382-7606 

Email:  

    chamber@cityofcarmi.com 

Website:  

    www.cityofcarmi.com 
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