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The Chamber office
will be closed the week of

Dec. 24th – 28th. 
Please email 

chamber@cityofcarmi.com
or call (812)618-7278

if you need assistance! 
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Happy Holidays! As you will see in this issue, the Chamber

has been busy filling the city of Carmi with Christmas spirit! A few

examples include the Miss Merry Christmas pageant, Christmas

Parade and Tree Lighting, Santa House, Window Decorating

Contest, among many others. A schedule of remaining community

events is also included. I hope to see you all at them!

A quick reminder that membership renewals are right

around the corner and I will be sending information out the first

week of January. Please let me know if you know of anyone that

might be interested in joining the Chamber so I can reach out to

them. The more the merrier!

As always, please reach out to me with any questions you

have. Until then, I hope you are surrounded by every joy the

holiday season has to offer!

Sincerely,          

A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DECEMBER 2018

mailto:chamber@cityofcarmi.com
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Dec 
22nd

FOP 19th Annual “Shop with a Cop” 

Carmi Country Club Ugly Sweater Party (6pm) 

Dec
27th Red Cross Blood Drive (2-7pm @ First Christian Church)

WHITE COUNTY CHRISTMAS
EVENTS SCHEDULE 
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Baby Miss – Brie Owen  | Toddler Miss – Brynlee Sauls

Tiny Miss – Carly Digman | Little Miss – Ellie Orr    

Junior Miss – Aysa Weber  | Miss – Kelsi Kessler

MISS MERRY CHRISTMAS
PAGEANT WINNERS
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WHITE COUNTY CHRISTMAS
PARADE & TREE LIGHTING
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WINDOW DECORATION 
CONTEST WINNER

The office of Nancy J Winter, CPA, located at 221 E. Cherry Street, has captured
the trophy for the 2018 White County Christmas Storefront Window Decorating
Contest.

While eighteen local businesses participated in the contest, there are two
contenders that deserve honorable mention: Dave Matheny – State Farm,
located at 122 E. Main Street, and Joyner Therapy, located at 108 April Avenue.

“Decorations help remind us of the essence of the holiday season. We were glad
to once again open this fun contest for the local businesses and want to say
thank you to those of you that contributed to filling our city with Christmas
spirit.” noted Chamber Director Lauren Higginson.

5



PAGE

The Chamber Welcomes Carmi’s Newest Business,

Guns N Glory 

The Carmi Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting for Guns N Glory,
located at 102 April Avenue on Monday, November 19th.

In addition to selling, buying, and trading firearms, Guns N Glory offers
concealed carry purses, a wide variety of knives, laser engraving,
gunsmithing, and a generous discount to law enforcement and veterans.

6RIBBON CUTTING
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First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc. Completes Acquisition of SCB Bancorp, Inc.

MATTOON, IL -- First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc. (NASDAQ: FMBH) (“First Mid” or the “Company”)
announced today that the acquisition of SCB Bancorp, Inc. (“Soy Capital”), which includes Soy
Capital Bank and Trust and its wholly owned subsidiary, J.L. Hubbard Insurance and Bonds, has
been completed.

The acquisition represents approximately $458 million in total assets, $341 million in deposits and
$254 million in loans through ten banking centers in Illinois.
There are no immediate changes for Soy Capital customers. The conversion of accounts from Soy
Capital Bank and Trust to First Mid is expected to happen in the second quarter of next year.
Customers will receive information well in advance of any changes that may affect them.

“We are very excited to expand our insurance, wealth management and ag services divisions while
strengthening our community banking franchise with a company that has a long history of
delivering excellent service to its customers,” said Joe Dively, First Mid Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer. “We look forward to maintaining strong relationships and involvement in these
communities.”

With the completion of this acquisition, First Mid has approximately $3.8 billion in total assets. In
addition, First Mid operates a wealth and ag management business with approximately $4.0 billion
in assets under management and an insurance business with approximately $14.0 million in annual
revenue. First Mid has a long history of successfully acquiring and integrating businesses.

About First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc.: First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc. is the parent company of
First Mid Bank & Trust, N.A., First Mid Insurance Group and First Mid Wealth Management
Company. First Mid Bank & Trust was first chartered in 1865 and has since grown into a $3.8 billion
community-focused organization that provides financial services through a network of 67 banking
centers in Illinois and Missouri and a loan production office in Indiana. More information about the
Company is available on our website at www.firstmid.com. Our stock is traded in The NASDAQ
Stock Market LLC under the ticker symbol “FMBH”.
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WBCV Annual Friends and Family Dinner Recap
Wabash Christian Village held their annual Friends and Family Dinner on November 1, 2018 at the
First Christian Church in Carmi. INSPIRING HOPE FOR TOMORROW was the theme of this year’s
event. The approximately one hundred and fifty who attended were welcomed by Sandra Bryant,
Executive Director of Wabash Christian Village prior to a delicious catered meal.

Honored guests from Christian Horizons Jake Bell CEO/President and Terry Davis, Director of Major
& Planned Gifts addressed the crowd with updates. It was applauded that Wabash Christian Village
remains a four-star community by CMS (Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services) and had a
deficiency free annual survey. Wabash Christian Village also has become a preferred provider of
Deaconess Hospitals and participates in their ACO (Affordable Care Organization).

The 13th annual “In as much as you have done it unto the least of these” (Matthew 25:40) award
presentation was made by Volunteer Coordinator Jeannie Gossett. Karen Newell who resides in
Scheller, IL was the recipient of this year’s award. She was selected by a vote of her peers and the
associates at Wabash Christian Village. Newell has volunteered faithfully for over 16 years on
behalf of Central Christian Church in Mt. Vernon, IL. She serves as Key Lady for that congregation
and has been the Auxiliary Treasurer since 2003. In acceptance, Karen shared that she had found
her place in supporting the residents and community of Wabash Christian Village.

The Inspiring Hope for Tomorrow theme of the evening was “driven home” as special guest,
motivational speaker, actor, and bilateral arm amputee Jason Koger told his story. Born and raised
in Owensboro, KY he never dreamed where his life’s journey would take him…especially after an
ATV accident. As he speaks nationally and internationally, he gives God the glory for using him to
share how he has not only overcome, but is thriving in the face of personal tragedy.

Jeannie Gossett, Wabash Christian Volunteer Coordinator, presenting 
award to Karen Newell from Central Christian Church in Mt. Vernon, IL.

Jason Koger, keynote 
speaker/entertainment at the event. 



PAGE
9MEMBER NEWS 

SIC PowerSports Program Partners with Polaris
Southeastern Illinois College's new PowerSports program began in August and will now be
partnering with Polaris for specialized training in their products.

"We were contacted earlier this year by Polaris Industries Inc., which designs, engineers,
manufactures and markets powersports vehicles worldwide," said SIC PowerSports instructor,
Ralph Boots. "They heard about our new program through our marketing and recruitment
initiative. It seems they, as well as many other companies in the field need more trained
technicians, and wanted us to have the opportunity to be a part of their training partnership
program."

Polaris operates through four segments: Off-Road Vehicles (ORVs)/Snowmobiles, Motorcycles,
Global Markets and Aftermarkets. The Powersports Partnership Program includes online technical
training through Polaris University, which certifies students in both bronze and silver Master
Service Dealer certifications to prepare them for hiring by a Polaris dealer, as well give them the
opportunity to finish Gold level certifications. The program gives its participants a better
understanding of Polaris products and how to effectively service, diagnose and repair them.

"We're excited to be able to offer this partnership to benefit our current and future students at no
additional cost to them," said Boots.

SIC's two-semester PowerSports program is one of just a few programs like it in the country. It
prepares students for maintenance and repair of side-by-sides, 4-wheelers, gators and other
recreational vehicles.

Read the rest of the article here.

Instructor Ralph Boots walks students through the process of inspection 
and disassembly of a two-cycle engine during an SIC PowerSports class.

SIC students work together to diagnose 
a problem during a PowerSports class.

http://www.sic.edu/PowerSports%3chttp:/www.sic.edu/PowerSports
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