
By TOBY BROWN 

In his high school days, he was known for knocking 
over would-be tacklers. 

Today Logan Rogers makes his living by toppling 
trees. 

Rogers, a 2011 Carmi-White County High School 
graduate, is the owner of Alpha Tree Service, LLC, 
whose motto is “A cut above the rest.”  He offers 
tree trimming, tree shaping, tree removal and crane 
service. 

“We do land clearing, too,” noted Rogers, who is 
the all-time leading rusher in Carmi-White County 
High School football history. 

His fearlessness was evident in his days on the grid-
iron and that trait serves him well in his professional 
venture, too. 

“I’ve never been afraid of heights,” said Rogers.  
“It’s never really bothered me.  In fact, I get a rush 
out of it.  It’s a lot like scoring a touchdown.  Every 
time you fall a tree, it makes your heart pump, for 
sure.” 

Rogers first learned about the profession from a 
friend, Rodney Logan of New Harmony, Ind., who 
had a business called Trees Plus. 

“I had been working at a coal mine and the hours 
started getting slow,” Rogers said, “so I started do-
ing this on the side.  I really liked it and it has 
evolved into a full-time business.” 

Rogers, who is assisted by his friend and former 
Bulldog teammate, Michael Aud-Headlee, has al-
ready done a lot of work in southwestern Indiana 
and southeastern Illinois and is looking to expand 
his business in Carmi, where he sees many opportu-
nities for his services. 

One may contact Alpha Tree Service by phoning 
Rogers at 618-387-1870, e-mailing him at logan-
crogers.9@gmail or contacting him via Alpha Tree 
Service’s Facebook page. 
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Logan Rogers (right), owner of Alpha Tree 
Service LLC, along with employee Michael 
Aud-Headlee (left).  (Photo provided.) 

A before and after example of a tree removal 
done by Alpha Tree Service LLC.  (Photo pro-
vided.) 

At left, Logan Rogers during his playing 
days for the Bulldog football team.  He 
owns nearly every rushing record on the 
books for Carmi-White County.   (Photo 
credit:  Bryan Weaver.) 

At right, this is owner Logan Rogers’ view 
from high atop a tree while working for 
Alpha Tree Service LLC.  (Photo provided.) 



Just over two years ago, then members of the Carmi Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 

started a conversation with the community about a CEO Program for White County.  Last fall, the 

first class started the program.   

Just last week, this year’s program culminated with the first White County CEO Trade Show.  As a 

CEO Board Member, I was proud of each and every student.  They did an outstanding job with 

their businesses.   

About a week before the Trade Show, I had the opportunity to attend a breakfast with the class.  

They told they had learned the importance of shopping local.  It was also interesting to hear from 

some how they had no plans to return to White County after college, but now because of the net-

working through the program and learning what opportunities are here, they are either considering 

or planning to return to White County after obtaining their education.  Some shared these same 

thoughts at a Kiwanis Club meeting in April. 

If you are interested in learning more about the White County CEO Program, please feel free to 

contact the Chamber office.  Another way you can help the White County CEO Program ,as well 

as assist students in the Carmi White County School District, is to support the Chamber’s Golf 

Tournament on June 24.  More information is found later in this newsletter. 

As always, the Chamber door is open if we may be of assistance. 

-Holly 
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Ashtyn Cowling White County CEO Entrepreneur of the Year 
 

 The White County CEO Class met for the final time on May 5, 
2017.  White County CEO Board Chairman, Dr. Clint Taylor, was on 
hand to present each student a certificate of completion.  “You have 
exceeded our expectations,” Taylor told the students. 
 In addition, the White County CEO Board selected an Entrepre-
neur of the Year.  This year’s winner is Ashtyn Cowling.  Cowling’s 
business was Passion and Purpose, a devotional book she authored 
and sold. 
 “I look forward to welcoming our new class of 16 students in 
the fall.  This year’s class has set the bar high,” noted Facilitator Tracy 
Orr. 

Dr. Clint Taylor presents Ashtyn 

Cowling a $100 Visa Gift Card and 

certificate for being named Entre-

preneur of the Year.  
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Golfers needed for Chamber golf tournament; Money to benefit CWC Students 

 The Carmi Chamber of Commerce will host its annual Golf Tournament Saturday, 

June 24 at Carmi Country Club. Golfers are needed for both the 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. shotgun 

starts.    

“The money raised will be used to continue the Chamber’s scholarship program, 

continue competitive classroom grants for Carmi-White County teachers and investing in 

the White County CEO Program,” said Education Committee Chairman Justin Dartt. 

The “best-ball” tournament format features four-person teams at a cost of $50 per 

player, which includes all green fees, cart fees and lunch. Each member of the winning 

team will receive a $100 gift certificate to the country club and a commemorative tourna-

ment golf shirt. 

 Members of the second place team will each receive $50 country club gift certifi-

cates and third place team members will receive $25 gift certificates. 

 Prizes will also be awarded for the longest drive, longest putt and closest to the pin 

contests. 

 “A $10,000 cash prize will also be awarded to any golfer fortunate enough to hit a 

hole-in-one on one of the designated holes that day,” added Dartt. 

Lunch will be provided for all golfers from noon to 1 p.m.  Individuals that would like 

to attend, but do not wish to play golf, may purchase lunch for $10. 

 One may register by calling the Chamber office at 618-382-7606 or by stopping at the 

office located in the City Building on West Main Street.  The deadline for golf registrations 

is Friday, June 16.  This year’s tournament is brought to you in part by Gold Sponsors Peo-

ple’s National Bank and First Bank. 
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Pork Burger Sale 

for 

Southeastern Illinois Center for Pastoral Counseling 

May 6— 10am– 2pm 

Carport behind First United Methodist Church 

Carmi Chamber of Commerce Announces Grants to Teachers 

 
 The Carmi Chamber of Commerce has awarded $200 grants to each of the following teachers in 
the Carmi White County School District: 
 
Melissa Dartt, Jefferson Attendance Center- Purchase of a Google Chromebook for her classroom. 
 
Kim Owen, Lincoln Attendance Center- Purchase of flexible seating for her classroom. 
 
Erin Pennington, Carmi-White County High School- Purchase of audio books and a CD/Cassette Player 
for English classes. 
 
Erica Zieren, Carmi-White County High School- Purchase of supplies for the Geometry class to build a 
scale model of the high school as a class project. 
 
Jill Roark, Jefferson Attendance Center- The grant will be used toward the resurfacing of students dry 
erase boards. 
 
Suzy Tomm, Lincoln Attendance Center- Purchase supplementary items for reading/language arts, sen-
sory massage roller, portable project cases and book bins. 
 
 
 The grant recipients were selected by the Chamber’s Education Committee and approved during 
the Board of Directors meeting on April 13, 2017.  The Carmi Chamber of Commerce is pleased to provide 
these grants to help further the education of students in the Carmi White County School District which 
are funded through proceeds from the Chamber’s annual Golf Tournament which will be held on June 
24. 
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Volunteers needed for IL Wheat Tour through Wayne & White Counties 

The Illinois Wheat Association will host the Southern Illinois Winter Wheat Tour on Tuesday, May 23.   
The tour gives Illinois wheat farmers an opportunity to participate on a first-hand basis by making observa-
tions that will factor in to yield estimates of the 2017 winter wheat crop. 

The tour will include field checks during the day with an evening report session at SIU’s Belleville Re-
search Center, 2036 Charles Lane in Belleville, Illinois.  Prior to the evening meal, yield estimates will be cal-
culated, and attendees will have an opportunity to view wheat variety and seed treatment trials.  Fred 
Kolb, U of I Professor of Small Grain Breeding and Emerson Nafziger, UIUC Research Education Center Coor-
dinator will be on hand to discuss the status of wheat development and challenges from wheat diseases 
observed on the tour.   

Locally, tour participants will meet at 9:00 a.m. at the Wabash Valley Service Company plant in Carmi.   

Participants are asked to call the White County Farm Bureau office at 618-382-8512 in advance of the 
tour date.  Participants also are asked to make a reservation for dinner by contacting Charlene Blary at the 
Illinois Wheat Association office at 309-557-3619 or by e-mail at cblary@ilfb.org by May 16.   

Those wishing to take samples of their own and join the group for the dinner and wrap-up also are 
asked to RSVP to Illinois Wheat Association by May 16. The Illinois Wheat Association will provide the tour 
instructions to those taking independent samples to ensure sampling procedures are consistent.  Further 
details of the event can be found on the Illinois Wheat Association website at:  illinoiswheat.org/events. 
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Warm weather is finally arriving and folks are ready to get out and work in their gardens. For those 
who look forward to this spring project, the White County Historical Society is planning their fifth an-
nual plant sale at the Robinson-Stewart House on Saturday, May 6, from 9:00 to noon. 

 
The Society is asking for donations to make this sale as successful as last years. Plants and seeds 
are needed. Herbs, shrubs, bulbs, as well as any annuals or perennials would be welcome. If you 
have any plants that need to be thinned, please dig them before the sale and put them in disposable 
containers. Label them and bring them to the R-S house the week before the sale. 

 
All proceeds go to the landscaping and yard maintenance of the Robinson-Stewart House. For more 
information or help with digging, please call Lana Anselment at 382-5320 or Barb Kearney at 618-
218-8249.  

 The Carmi Kiwanis Club 
heard from members of the White 
County CEO Program on April 6.  
The program was introduced by Ki-
wanian Clint Taylor who also serves 
as Chairman of the White County 
CEO Board. 
 White County CEO Facilitator 
Tracy Orr noted it has been a suc-
cessful first year “because of the 
business community in our county.”  
She then asked each student in at-
tendance to talk about their busi-
ness.  The Club hear from Maggiann 

Ackerman, Redheaded Reflections; Gracilou Ackerman, Fiercely Written; Lex’Cee Breen, Southern Bath 
Company; Abigail Bryant, Abbie’s Eye; Ashtyn Cowling, Passion and Purpose; Allison Cozart, Bone Appe-
tite and Madison Roberson, Lights, Camera, Glamour Dress Up Party Designs.  Facilitator Orr noted that 
three students were unable to be in attendance including Julia Kemper, Swaddled in Love; EmmaLee 
Pruitt, Sew Blessed and Brenna Williams, Stuck on You. 
 Several students noted that their favorite part of the program was having a mentor from the busi-
ness community.  In addition, Roberson noted she had learned the importance “of shopping local and giv-
ing back to the community.” 
 The students invited the Club, as well as the public, to attend their Trade Show on April 27 from 5-
7pm at Rice Motor Company in Carmi. 

White County Historical Society Plant Sale 

Kiwanis Club Hears from White County CEO Students 
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Scenes from the White County CEO Trade Show on 

April 27, 2017.  (Photos by Toby Brown.) 

Abbie Bryant, Abbie’s Eye. 

Allison Cozart, Bone Appetite. 

Ashtyn Cowling, Passion and Purpose. 

Brenna Williams, Stuck on You. 

Emmalee Pruitt, Sew Blessed. 



Scenes from the White County CEO Trade Show on 

April 27, 2017.  (Photos by Toby Brown.) 

Gracilou Ackerman, Fiercely Written. 

Julia Kemper, Swaddled in Love. 

Lex’Cee Breen, Southern Bath Company. 

Madison Roberson, Lights, Camera 

Glamour. 

MaggiAnn Ackerman, Redheaded Reflections. 



 Hamilton Memorial Hospital District would like to thank all of the kind photographers who sent in their 
photos for the photo contest.  
 
75 photos were voted on by hospital employees and the top 6 were chosen to be displayed in the newly 
remolded quiet room. “This used to be a dark room that not many people noticed as they walked through 
our lobby. We wanted to create a space for visitors and patients where they felt comfortable and wel-
come”, Says HMHD CEO, Greg Sims.  
 
The photo contest was a great opportunity to showcase the amazing talent that can be found around the 
county. These photos will create a comfortable and familiar place for patients and visitors to spend their 
time while at the hospital. 
 
Coming in 1st and 6th place was Jason Hall of McLeansboro, IL. Jason is a teacher at Hamilton County Sen-
ior High and in his free time he takes photos of various sporting and school events, as well as other events 
and scenery around the county. Jason’s first place photo, with 29 votes, captured a stunning shot of 
Knights Prairie Church.  
 
With photos coming in 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th place, is 15 year old Zeppelin Wade. Zeppelin is from Dahl-
gren, IL and a freshman at Hamilton County Senior High.  
 
“It was amazing to hear how excited Zeppelin’s mom, Amy was when I gave her the news that several of 
her daughter’s photos were chosen to be displayed”, says HMHD Marketing Manager and contest coordi-
nator, Michele Bivins. Zeppelin looks to pursue an education and possibly a career in photography when 
she is finished with high school. With a strong eye for amazing shots, there is no doubt she will succeed!  
 
The six photos from around the county create an image of what Hamilton County is all about, faith, hard 
work, patriotism and beautiful scenery. Hamilton Memorial strives to create events to include the com-
munity in the different aspects of the hospital. The photo contest did just that, as Jason and Zeppelin will 
be recognized for years to come while visitors and patients take in the beautiful art created by talented 
Hamilton County natives.  

AN OUTSTANDING TURNOUT FOR HAMILTON MEMORIAL’S 

PHOTO CONTEST  
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Mayor Declares National Supportive Living Week 

Mayor Jeff Pollard signed a Proclamation for National Supportive Living Week.  He is 

pictured with residents of Supportive Living of Wabash.  (Photo provided.) 





















 

 

 

Joyner Therapy Services employees wear blue in honor of 
National Child Abuse Awareness Month.  Pictured L to 
R:  Brianna Combs, Licensed Massage Therapist, Megan 
Robershaw, OTR-L, and Tammy Harrington, Marketing/
Business Development.   (Photo provided.) 







 

Joyner Therapy Services – Carmi Clinic - hosts an Easter Egg Hunt the 
week of April 10, 2017 – April 14, 2017.  Each day a patient came to the 
client for an appointment they were able to find 1 egg, and they won 
the prize inside. Prize’s ranged from Joyner Therapy Services ink pens, 
candy, all the way to massage gift certificates.  Pictured below are 3 of 
the “egg hunters”.  

 
 

Dee Mauer (Photo provided). Rob Roark (Photo provided.)

  

Tracey Jacques (Photo pro-

vided.) 











May 2017 

May 5– One Nighter, CWCHS, 7:30 pm 

May 6– One Nighter, CWCHS, 7:30 pm 

May 6– Southeastern Illinois Center for Pastoral Counseling Pork Burger Sale 

May 6– White County Historical Society Plant Sale 

May 11– Chamber Board Meeting, 4:30 pm 

May 14– Happy Mother’s Day! 

May 25– Taylor Eye Care Sunglasses Show 

May 29– Memorial Day 

May 31– June Newsletter Deadline 
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