
Derek Keller’s job 
is all about making 
Carmi a more 
beautiful place to 
live. 

Derek is the pro-
prietor of Keller 
Landscaping and 
Nursery, located at 
1719 Oak Street, 
the former site of 
the Midwest Mo-
tel. 

The young entre-
preneur specializes 
in landscaping, de-
sign, installation 
and maintenance 
for both residential and commercial clients. 

“We like to pride ourselves in offering a large variety of plants that you wouldn’t be 
able to find anywhere else in the area without having to go to Evansville,” said Derek, 
who grew up in Olney and earned an engineering degree at Southern Illinois Univer-
sity-Edwardsville.  “We guarantee all of our plants and I’d be happy to give you a free 
quote or talk about ideas with you for free. 

“Along with landscaping and installation, we also do landscaping border work.  We 
have a variety of mulches we sell, as well as decorative boulder rocks.  We’ve done 
fish ponds, waterfalls…  Really, you name it and we’ve done it.” 

With fall just around the corner, Keller Landscaping and Nursery received a huge 
shipment of mums, pumpkins, straw and asters earlier this week, just in time for au-
tumn decorating. 

Derek estimates that he has around 50 different kinds of trees, 100 different varieties 
of shrubs and around 50 different kinds of perennials.  (Continued on page 2…) 
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Dan Rodgers and Derek Keller of Keller Landscaping and    Nursery.   

(Photo credit:  Toby Brown.) 



Keller Landscaping and Nursery Continued...  

Derek’s right-hand man is a name very fa-
miliar to Carmians: Dan Rodgers, the long-
time horticulture columnist for The Carmi 
Times. 

“He had been working in Evansville and 
was looking to work somewhere closer, 
so it worked out great for me to be able 
to hire him,” said Derek of Dan.  “He has 
25 years of plant experience.” 

Keller has plenty of experience in the 
field, too.  His parents have run their own 
landscaping business (also named Keller 
Landscaping and Nursery) in Olney for 
over a decade, and Derek worked for 
them before leaving for college. 

It was while at college that he met 
Carmi’s Abbey Gholson.  The couple now 
resides in Carmi, along with their daugh-
ter, Cameron. 

“I’m excited to have my own business 
and to have it in Carmi,” said Derek.  “This 
community has been very supportive and 
I’m very thankful for that.  In return, I just 
want to help people out however I can.” 

Keller Landscaping and Nursery is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and noon to 4 
p.m. on Sundays.  Derek can be reached anytime at 618-302-8215. 
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Keller Landscaping and Nursery located on Oak Street 

has a variety of products of your landscaping needs.  

(Photo credit:  Toby Brown.) 
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Gholson Chiropractic 

Open House 

September 12, 2016 

9am -  6pm 



As the Chamber year winds down and our new directors prepare to be seated, I would be 

remiss not to thanks those exiting the Board of Directors for the service.  Past President 

Debbie Hoskins, Kara Kessler, Megan Goff, Kendall Dale and Jeremy Jordan have served 

our community and the Chamber well.  Thank you for your service. 

 

I am looking forward to hearing from White County CEO Tracy Orr at the Chamber Dinner 

on October 3.  I have had the pleasure of sitting in a CEO class on a few occasions and these 

students are learning life and business skills well beyond their years.  I am so proud of how 

far the class has come in just a few short weeks under the leadership of Facilitator Tracy Orr. 

 

As always, the Chamber door is open if I may ever be of assistance.   

-Holly 
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From the Desk of the Executive Director... 

 

Holly 

Healy 

Executive  

Director 

The 2016-20167 White County CEO Class 

Fifteen CEO students from CWCHS and NCOE High Schools are  ready to learn about business.  

The Chamber wishes them well this year!  (Photo credit:  Picture Perfect Photography.) 
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Halloween Weekend Planned at Burrell’s Woods  

 On October 21-22 the City of Carmi, in conjunction with the Carmi Chamber of Commerce, will be 

hosting a Halloween Weekend at Burrell’s Woods. 

On October 21, those camping will be encouraged to decorate their campsites with a fall theme.  

“We do ask that the campsites be kept child friendly as we want the children to have a good time and 

not be afraid of the decorations,” noted Chamber Executive Director Holly Healy.  The campsites will be 

judged and a winner of the best decorated campsite will be announced on October 22 at the costume 

contest. 

Also, on October 21, the movie Monsters Inc. will be show in the campground at 7pm.  There is 

no charge and the public is welcome to attend. 

On October 22, a day of fun is planned for families and the community is welcome to attend.  At 2 
pm pumpkin decorating will be held at the shelter at the campground.  Families are asked to bring their 
own pumpkins for the event.   Markers will be provided.  Those wishing to carve a pumpkin should bring 
their own tools and adult supervision is required. 

 
At 4:00 p.m. a costume contest will be held.  Adults and children are encouraged to come 

dressed in family friendly costumes.  “Again, we do not want children to be afraid of the costumes,” 
noted Healy.  Prizes for the best costume will be awarded for the following age groups:  ages 5 and un-
der, 6-10, 11-17 and 18 and up.  An overall best costume will also be awarded $15 in Carmi Dollars. 

 
From 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. trick-or-treating will commence in the campground.  Children are wel-

come to go from camper to camper trick-or-treating.  “Please only 
trick-or-treat campers that have someone sitting in front of them 
handing out treats.  Additionally, this is a time for trick-or-treating at 
the campground only- not within the City of Carmi,” stated Mayor 
Jeff Pollard. 

 
Camping October 21 and 22 will be by reservation only 

through a lottery system.  Those wishing to be in the lottery for a 
campsite should e-mail the Chamber office at cham-
ber@cityofcarmi.com or call 618-382-7606 by September 9, 2016.  
Please provide your name, address, phone number and camper 
length.   Campsites will be randomly drawn and those requesting a 
site will be contacted on September 12, 2016. 

 
“We want this to be an enjoyable weekend for families.  Bring a picnic 

lunch and plan to spend the day enjoying Burrell’s Woods,” noted Pol-

lard.  
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Dr.  Jessica Cook, PT, DPT and Dr. Brian Joyner, PT, DPT gave a presen-

tation to the Hamilton Memorial Clinic staff on 08/22/2016, about the 

revolutionary treatment they offer called ASTYM therapy.  Joyner 

Therapy Services is currently the only therapy facility in Carmi IL able 

to offer this award-winning therapy approach that treats such condi-

tions as Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, Plantar Fasciitis, Scar tissue pain, 

Golfer’s Elbow, Tennis Elbow, and much, much more. Stop by the of-

fice at 108 April Ave, Carmi, IL for a tour, or just give us a call at 382-

2771 and we can answer any questions you might have. 

LET US HELP YOU MOVE THE WAY YOU USED TO!!! NO SURGERY – 
NO INJECTIONS – JUST RELIEF FROM PAIN!!!  
-Submitted by Joyner Therapy Services 

Joyner Therapy Services introduces the WIPP Program by Sports-

metrics to the CWCHS Cheer Team on 08/09/16. This is a program 

designed to develop strong athletes with good technique to pre-

vent injury and enhance performance. Dr. Frank Noyes along with 

Cincinnati Sprots Medicine Research and Education Foundation are 

the leaders in developing this program. It is the first program scien-

tifically proven to decrease knee injuries in female athletes. Sport-

metrics is not just for females! Males will benefit from developing 

overall leg strength and perfecting jumping and landing techniques. 

For more information about this program please contact us at 618-

382-2771. Pictured in the attached photo: CWCHS Cheer Team, and 

Instructors (L to R) Dr. Jessica Cook, PT, DPT; Cheer Coach Trena 

Black; Dr. Noah Stearns, PT, DPT; and Dr. Brian Joyner, PT, DPT.  -

Submitted by Joyner Therapy Services 

Joyner Therapy Services Presents Program 

Joyner Therapy Services Works with CWC Cheerleaders 
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Dr. Jessica Cook and Dr. Brian      

Joyner.  (Photo provided.) 

Dr. Joyner works with the CWC  

Cheerleaders.  (Photo provided.) 
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Supporting the Carmi Booster Concession Stand 

JOYNER THERAPY SERVICES volunteers to work the Carmi Boosters concession stand during the August 

26th CWCHS football game.  

Pictured L to R (Tammy Harrington, Marketing/Patient Relations; Shelby Johnson, PTA; and  Dr. Jessica Cook, 

PT, DPT )  (Photo provided.) 

Page 6 

The Carmi Kiwanis Club presents 

Corn Day 2016 

October 7-8 
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First Mid-Illinois Bancshares and First Clover Leaf Financial Corp. Announce Stockholder Approval for Merger 

MATTOON, Ill., September 1, 2016 - First Mid-Illinois Bancshares, Inc. (Nasdaq: FMBH) (“First Mid” or 

the “Company”) and First Clover Leaf Financial Corp. (Nasdaq: FCLF) (“First Clover Leaf”) announced 

that on August 31, 2016 each company’s stockholders voted in favor of the merger between the two 

companies. Approximately 99.2% of the votes cast by each of the First Mid stockholders and the First 

Clover Leaf stockholders voted in favor of their respective merger proposal. 

As previously announced, under the terms of the merger agreement between First Mid and First Clover 

Leaf, at the closing of the merger, each issued and outstanding share of First Clover Leaf common stock 

will be converted into and become the right to receive, at the election of each stockholder and subject to 

certain adjustments, either (a) $12.87 or (b) 0.495 shares of validly issued, fully paid and nonassessable 

shares of First Mid common stock, par value $4.00 per share, together with cash in lieu of fractional shares. 

Stockholders who failed to make an election by the Election Deadline of 5:00 p.m. central time on August 

31, 2016 are deemed to have made an election to receive stock consideration. Overall elections are subject 

to a proration so that no more than 75% of the First Clover Leaf shares will be exchanged for First Mid 

stock and no more than 25% of the First Clover Leaf shares will be exchanged for cash. 

First Mid and First Clover Leaf have received all necessary regulatory approvals to complete the merger and 

expect the transaction to close on September 8, 2016. 

Joyner Therapy Services August Patient of the Month 

The August Patient of the Month from Joyner Therapy Services is Brian 

Koontz. Brian is pictured with Dr. Jessica Cook, PT, DPT and Shelby John-

son, PTA. 

 

Brian came to Joyner Therapy Services following an ACL repair. He had lim-

ited knee range of motion, significant weakness in his left lower extremity, and 

was unable to perform his work duties.  

 

Brian has participated in skilled physical therapy to address his range of mo-

tion, gait pattern, and strength of left lower extremity. Brian progressed quickly 

through the motion control, endurance, and stability phases of ACL rehabilita-

tion. The strength and function phases last a bit longer, but Brian has pro-

gressed with very minimal issues. He is currently working on the Advanced 

Activity Training phase and will be discharged from physical therapy soon. 

 

It has been a fun and exciting time treating Brian, and he is always ready to 

participate in new exercises and activities. We will miss working with him!        

-Submitted by Joyner Therapy Services 
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Dr. Cook, Koontz and  Johnson.  

(Photo provided.) 
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The Carmi Chamber of Commerce will host their 72nd Annual Dinner Monday eve-

ning, October 3 at the First Christian Church.  The event will begin with a social hour at 

6 p.m. with dinner to be served at 6:30 p.m. 

This year’s event will once again include the State of the City address which will 

be delivered by Carmi Mayor Jeff Pollard. The evening will also include the announce-

ment of the Carmi Citizen of the Year along with the presentation of the Large and 

Small Business awards. The night will also include the introduction of five new directors 

who will assume their duties in October. 

This year’s featured speaker is Tracy Orr, Facilitator of the White County CEO Pro-

gram.  She will be speaking about the progress of the CEO Program in White County. 

Pre-paid reservations are currently being accepted at the Carmi Chamber of Com-

merce office. Chamber Executive Director Holly Healy noted invitations have been 

mailed, but anyone who would like to attend the dinner may do so by calling or visiting 

the Chamber office to reserve a seat at a cost of $20 per person.  Pre-payment is re-

quired.  The table service meal will include a pre-selected choice of prime rib or butter-

milk pecan chicken. 

 Reservations are required by September 23rd to provide a proper meal-count.  

One may make reservations by phone at 382-7606 or e-mail at cham-

ber@cityofcarmi.com and arranging for payment or mail the reservation along with 

payment to Carmi Chamber of Commerce, 225 East Main Street, Carmi, IL 62821. 
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Reservations Needed for Chamber Dinner 
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Ribbon Cutting for Wild Imaginations Boutique 

September 9, 2016 

9:45 am 

Grand Opening of the store at 10 am 

mailto:chamber@cityofcarmi.com
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“Will You not revive us again. That Your people may rejoice in You.” Psalm 85:6 
 
In a recent service, Emmanuel challenged four people of the congregation to take $50 and use it to multiply 
resources and make new disciples in Christ. This was God’s response for his challenge in my heart. Revival 
through the way of singing. All ages. All genres. All denominations. Why? Because, we all serve a risen Christ.  
 
You are invited to attend “Singing for Revival” on Sunday, September 18, 2016 at Emmanuel United Method-
ist Church in Carmi. The sing will begin at 4 p.m. with a dessert reception immediately following. The gospel 
sing will feature many local artists representing multiple churches.  
 
There will also be a community choir as part of the program, and anyone in the community is welcome to 
participate! Please arrive at 3:15 p.m. to allow for a quick practice time prior to the program.  
 
Added bonus…your church could win a prize! Who doesn’t love a little competition? A head count will be 
taken of all the people from different churches in attendance that night. The church with the most people 
present will be awarded $50 to use for their ministry purposes along with the challenge to make new disci-
ples in Christ!  
 
Some of the artists include Emily (Immel) Williams, Tracy (Cantrell) Orr, Jenny (Bingman) Howard, Brandon 
Smith, Bryan Cowling, Ashtyn Cowling, Chris Marsh, Luke Marsh, Brianna Stocke, Brittany Little, Kelsi Kessler, 
Niah Haley, Ellie Orr, Mike Croghan and more. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Jenny Mae Howard at 618-384-6130 

Singing for Revival 
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We are excited to announce that we will be in full swing in the addition, NEXT WEEK!!  

Please stay tuned for our grand opening date and ribbon cutting ceremony! 
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September 2016 

September 5– Labor Day 

September 9– Wild Imaginations Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting 9:45 am 

September 12– Gholson Chiropractic Open House 9am—6pm 

September 17– BCHFS Fall Festival 

September 23– Chamber Dinner Reservation Deadline 

October 3– Chamber Annual Dinner 

October 7-8– Corn Day 

225 East Main Street  

Carmi IL 62821 

 

Phone:  

    618-382-7606 

Email:  

    chamber@cityofcarmi.com 

Website:  

    www.cityofcarmi.com 

2015-2016 

Chamber Officers 
Andy Acord  

 President 

Caleb Hughes 

 Vice President 

Toby Brown 

 Secretary 

Bryan Cowling 

 Treasurer 

Debbie Hoskins 

 Past President 

Holly Healy 

  Executive Director 

2015 - 2016 Board of Directors 
Kara Kessler ................................................................................. 2013-2016 

Megan Goff  .................................................................................. 2013-2016 

Kendall Dale ................................................................................. 2013-2016 

Jeremy Jordan………………………………………………………………………..2013-2016 

Whitney Barbre………………………………………………………………………2014-2017 

Heather Price ................................................................................ 2014-2017 

Brock Bolerjack……………………………………………………………………...2015-2019 

Keith Botsch…………………………………………………………………………..2015-2019 

Ryan Mitchell………………………………………………………………………….2015-2019 

Dr. Jonah Rice ................................................................................... Ex-Officio 

Mayor Jeff Pollard ............................................................................. Ex-Officio 

Emily Brown, CWCHS………………………………………………………...……….Ex-Officio 
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